
 

Plan of Action 
Building a Classroom 
Library 

 

Objectives 

1. Learn about students’ needs 

2. Transfer those needs into text choices and select texts that have merit to students 

3. Use resources to obtain those texts without hurting my wallet  

Implementation 

When we build strong relationships with students, our conversations with them can help us 

inquire about what they might like to read, to learn about their interests, and to hear about their 

journey as readers. The goal is to get them reading, not to make them experts in Literature. 

What this means for us 

Building on students’ out of school literacies and interests gives us insight into how we might 

encourage them to make text selections. Using simple and informal surveys to gather their 

interests can also be of benefit. As a reader myself, I want to tailor many of my lesson plans to 

foster students’ readerly identities, so why not do the same with a classroom library? Here are 

some potential questions I ask students to get that library started: 

a. What draws you to a book; what kind of characters or plot are most important to you? 

b. Can you tell me a story that you really enjoy, maybe one that is not from a book? 

c. What is the most important experience you have had? 

d. What/who do you read for now? Class, fun, work, be honest. 

e. What is the last book that you read for you? 
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Resources 

a. Representation Project 

This grant initiative, sponsored by the Illinois State University English Education Student 

Advisory Committee, seeks to bring class sets of texts that represent the individual 

identities of diverse learners and are responsive to the cultures of all students in Illinois 

high schools. 

https://news.illinoisstate.edu/2019/03/new-grant-aims-to-infuse-diverse-books-into-classro

om/  

b. First Book 

This nonprofit organization focuses on reaching children in need of basic materials for 

school and life. As a network, teachers band together and provide cheap and free 

resources (such as texts) to students and schools who need them. Likewise, this resource 

offers easy to use membership with access to other learning resources that can focus on 

your specific classroom needs. 

https://firstbook.org/ 

c. Project LIT 

As a grassroots, national organization, teachers are empowered to spread literacy in their 

entire school. When you become a chapter leader, you gain access to culturally 

responsive and relevant texts to bring into your school for students and staff. Likewise, 

this initiative is grounded in distributing power to students in order to foster conversations 

about texts inside and outside of the classroom to improve literacy. 

https://www.booksourcebanter.com/2018/06/25/what-is-project-lit-community/ 

d. Donations 

There are many ways to gain both monetary and resource donations through online 

sources. Donors can help you grow student literacy and knowledge because they think 

reading is as important as you do. GoFundMe, for example,allows you to post a need and 

get donations directly to you for those needs in your classroom. 
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